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Oak Leaf Trail extension links Milwaukee to Ozaukee County

Select a Community

Contact Us Advertise About Us Subscribe

HOME

NEWS

POLICE REPORT

NEWS AND FEATURES

SPORTS

WEDDINGS

PHOTOS

CLASSIFIED

OBITUARIES

COUPONS

POST A STORY

Submit

Home » News and Features

Oak Leaf Trail extension links Milwaukee to Ozaukee
County

A 6.6mile extension of the Oak Leaf Trail allows bicyclists and runners to travel from Milwaukee’s lakefront to
Sheboygan County. It connects the Milwaukee portion of the trail to the Ozaukee Interurban Trail. Photo By C.T.
Kruger
By Jeff Rumage
Nov. 18, 2015
Glendale — A 6.6mile extension of the Oak Leaf Trail allows bicyclists and runners to travel from Milwaukee's lakefront to
Sheboygan County.
The result of more than 10 years of planning, the new trail extension connects the Milwaukee portion of the trail to the
Ozaukee Interurban Trail, which runs through Ozaukee County and part of Sheboygan County. Previously, the Milwaukee
portion of the trail spit northbound riders out onto Wilson Drive just south of Hampton Avenue.
The completion of the trail was celebrated Monday, Nov. 16, with a bikechaincutting ceremony attended by bicycle
advocates, parks associations and Milwaukee County officials.
The extension of the trail will be a gamechanger for bike commuters like Shorewood resident Mara Kuhlmann, whose ride
to Johnson Controls in Glendale just got 10 minutes shorter. The trail provides a more direct route without the safety
concerns and time delays that may come with riding in traffic.
"I ride at 6 in the morning, and I ride at 6 at night when it's dark," she said. "Getting away from the traffic is a great benefit to
me."
The fourphase extension of the trail began in 2006, when Milwaukee County connected the Brown Deer Trail at Brown
Deer Road to the Oak Leaf Trail at the northeast corner of Brown Deer Park near Bradley Road. The trail was also extended
westward to Kohl Park in Brown Deer.
In the second phase of construction, the city of Glendale constructed a trail between Mill Road and Sidney Place, on the
north side of Glendale's Crestwood subdivision. The third phase connected Mill Road and Bradley Road.
The final, and most difficult, phase was made possible when Milwaukee County acquired a 3.1mile segment of unused
railway corridor. The Union Pacific Railroad began formal proceedings to abandon the corridor in 2008, and in 2010,
Milwaukee County secured a federal grant to acquire the segment.
The transfer of ownership was completed in June 2015, allowing Milwaukee County officials to connect the East Side Bike
Trail at Estabrook Park to the Oak Leaf Trail at Mill Road near Sidney Place in Glendale.
The 3.1mile segment of the trail can be accessed at Hampton Avenue, Lydell Avenue, Edgewater Lane, Milwaukee River
Parkway, Heiser Ford, Johnson Controls and Sidney Place. Bridges along the corridor provide access over I43, Port
Washington Road, Silver Spring Drive, Milwaukee River Parkway and the Milwaukee River.
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That 3.1mile extension ended up costing more than $3 million, which was offset by grants. The county received a federal
grant in 2010 to develop a bike path within the old rail corridor. The county also received two DNR KnowlesNelson
Stewardship grants in 2013 and 2014.
Milwaukee County Executive Chris Abele said county officials are tracking usage on the trail with counters, and they expect
to see more traffic on the trails as more connections are made in the future. Additionally, bicycles are becoming more
available throughout the city with the Bublr bikesharing program, which will continues to expand to new neighborhoods in
the future.
"I look at this not as a finish but as a beginning," he said. "There's a lot more expanding to do. Right now we are sitting on
one of the more heavily used trails anywhere, and it's going to get a lot more heavily used."

Shorewood takes silver in bicycle friendliness
Shorewood is becoming increasingly friendly to bicycles, according to a new ranking from the League of American
Bicyclists.
Shorewood was first named a bicyclefriendly community in 2011, earning a bronzelevel ranking. This week, the league
increased the village's ranking to a silverlevel bicyclefriendly community. The only Wisconsin community with a higher
ranking is Madison, which has achieved a platinum ranking.
Shorewood's ranking was increased due to the high percentage of village residents who use their bicycles as a primary
means of transportation to work and school. Shorewood residents, government officials and businesses have also
contributed to making the village a more bikefriendly community.
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